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The Coppermine story ...

The Coppermine Trail traverses Nelson's Mineral Belt, a geolog-
ically significant ultramafic zone, formed 280 million years ago.
It is distinct for its barren, rocky landscape and unique plant
species such as the Dun Mountain Forget-Me-Not.

After copper deposits were discovered in the Maitai River in
the 1850s, the Dun Mountain Copper Mining Company Ltd was
formed to mine it. Nelson's copper proved uneconomic, and the
pioneers' focus shifted to the chromite found in the same area.
But they needed cost effective transport.

The Dun Mountain Railway was opened in 1862 to transport the

chromite to the Port. It was built in less than a year by about 200

men using picks, shovels and wheelbarrows, and was

New Zealand's first railway. s - oy

Quantity and quality of the chromite was variable, and soon
uneconomic. The last shipment left Nelson in 1866 and the Dun
Mountain section of the railway was subsequently dismantled.

Dun Mountain's name derives from 'Dunite, a silicate rich in mag-
nesium and iron that weathers to a rusty reddish dun colour.

The Dun Mountain Trail was opened as a New Zealand Great Ride
in 2011, and recently renamed Coppermine Trail to reflect its roots.

www.heartofbiking.org.nz
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Dun Mountain. Nelson Provincial Museum, Tyree Studio Collection: 99839
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control of your bike at all times and be respectful of
others using the trail. Please keep to the trail.

No animals, firearms or fires are allowed.

Ngati Koataland in the Codgers area is managed by
Tasman Pine Forests Limited and is a commercially
run forest/with many operational hazards. For.your
safety, regardless of activity, REGISTRATION IS
REQUIRED FOR ENTRY (free and is not required
Nelson Mountain Bike Club members). Go to
tasmanpine.co.nz/forest-access

wwwheartofbiking.org.nz

DISTANCE KEY

Times do not include rest stops

Brook Street to Third House 11.5 km
Ride 1-2 hours | Walk 3 hours | Grade 3: Intermediate

Third House to Coppermine Saddle 6.3 km
Ride 0.5 - 1 hour | Walk 1.5 hours | Grade 3: Intermediate

Coppermine Saddle to Maitai Dam 9.6 km
Ride 0.5 - 1 hour | Walk 2.5 hours | Grade 4; Advanced

Maitai Dam to Brook Street 13 km
Ride 1-1.5 hours | Walk 3.5 hours | Grade 3: Intermediate
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